RETURN   TO  AMERICA	121
About this time Allen Thorndike Rice of the North American
Review proposed that George edit an economic weekly.12 After
considering this flattering offer, George decided instead to con-
tract with Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper for a series of
thirteen articles at one hundred dollars each.
The articles, called "Problems of the Time" and starting with
the April 11 issue, dealt with different aspects of economic
questions. The fifth one, discussing "The March of Concentra-
tion," 13 showed that there was an increase in the size of land
holdings in the United States and that the Census reports for
1870 and 1880 contradicted the figures which were given to
prove that the average size of farms was decreasing. There-
fore, he said, the reports were unreliable and without any worth.
Both censuses had been supervised by Professor Francis A.
Walker, the Yale political economist who had been president
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Walker was the
author of books on money, history, economics, and statistics.
Angered because of the criticism of his work, he wrote to
Frank Leslies offering to send George "a more elementary
study," illustrated with diagrams, to prove that the average size
of farms was decreasing,"14 In the same periodical George re-
plied, Walker rejoined, and a lively little debate developed.
The New York Sun found the controversy amusing because,
while the paper considered George suave and dignified, 'liis
opponent squirms and sputters as one flagrant blunder after
another is brought forward and the spike of logic is driven home
through his egregious fallacies." 15 Later the Census Bureau
admitted that the 1870 tables had been based on improved
area while those of 1880 were based on total area—which made
Walker's comparison of the two impossible and proved George's
charge of carelessness.
After these thirteen articles were finished, George arranged
them as chapters, added eight more chapters, and a conclusion,
and brought them out as a book entitled Social Problems. He
dedicated the volume to the memory of Francis G. Shaw, Sell-
ing the English copyright for £400 cash, he wrote to Taylor,
"This makes nearly $3,600 I have had out of the book before
the first copy is issued, which is a considerable difference from
Progress and Poverty."16 Some weeks later he added, "I did let
Social Problems go too low; but I wanted the money badly and

